
From: Kristin Olds Glavin 
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 5:34 PM 
To: AOA Officers 
Cc: Kari McLean; Jodene Brown 
Subject: AOA History Featured in New Suite 
 
Hi all- 
 
I thought I would share with you some of the process involved (and interesting factoids!) in updating and 
upgrading our history walls.  We have been working for over 6 months, with Kari's tremendous effort leading 
the charge, and Terry Light's input on important relics as Historian, to produce a historical timeline for our new 
walls that start with inception of the AOA and highlight an event, photo, or other important relic in each decade 
through the present.  As you can see below, Jim Urbaniak has also been very helpful.  We have been working 
with an expert who has worked with us to carefully lay out and produce the display. 
 
In addition, the "wall of presidents", which will be displayed in our conference room, will be redone and all 
presidents will be acknowledged with their name/photo or, where we cannot locate a photo, a quotation from 
their presidential address.  As you may have noticed, the old "wall of presidents" had many missing photos. 
 
We are hoping that this will be a wonderful testament to the AOA and provide an opportunity for AOA members 
to stop by and enjoy the history of their organization.  This should all be completed by the spring, and we plan 
to feature this in AOA publications and at the upcoming annual meeting.  We look forward to you stopping by 
the office to view the displays when they are completed! 
 
Please help me thank Kari for taking on this tremendous project to her already heavy workload. 
 
Kristin 
 
Kristin Olds Glavin, Esq. 
Executive Director 
 
The American Orthopaedic Association 
OMeGA Medical Grants Association 
9400 W. Higgins Road, St. 205 
Rosemont, IL 60018 
www.aoassn.org 
 
p. (847) 318-7335 
f.  (847) 318-7339 
e. glavin@aoassn.org 
"Engaging the orthopaedic community to develop leaders, strategies, and resources to guide the future of 
musculoskeletal care." 
 
 
SAVE THE DATES * JUNE 24-27, 2015 
Annual Meeting of The American Orthopaedic Association June 23-24 * Resident Leadership Forum | June 23-
24 * Emerging Leaders Forum June 26-27 * The AOA's CORD Conference 
 
 
Dear Kari, 
 
I can solve your discrepancies. 
Dr. Eggers was President of the AOA in 1963, however he died May2,1963, just a few weeks before the AOA 
meeting in June of 1963. Therefore, the Vice President, Beckett Howorth, was elevated to the President and 
gave the address. 
So he served for only a month or so as President, but was never elected to this position. The Vice President of 
the AOA was never elected or elevated to the President except in this case of a death. 
 
The VP of the AOA was really an honorary position and was the "kiss of death" to ever become the President. 

http://www.aoassn.org/
tel:%28847%29%20318-7335
tel:%28847%29%20318-7339
mailto:glavin@aoassn.org


This honorary position was eliminated in 2001 when AL Crawford was the last VP. In some ways it signified you 
were good, but not good enough to be President. 
 
Dr. Frieberg was President in 1962. 
Dr. Baker was President in 1964. 
 
I suppose you could put Beckett Howorth's Portrait up beside George Egger's an put an * under it. 
 
In 1945 there was no annual meeting because of WWII as you stated, so the slate of officers continued from 
1944 to 1946. 
 
Also, you may be able to find the missing photos on the web in the obituaries or in the archives of the JBJS as 
the Journal published an Obit. on most of the" giants" in orthopaedic surgery until recently. 
 
Hope this helps and I surely hope to see the display some time. 
 
Thanks for all you do for the AOA, 
 
Jim Urbaniak 
 
________________________________________ 
From: Kari McLean  
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2015 2:33 PM 
To: Jim Urbaniak, M.D. 
Subject: AOA History Questions 
 
Dr. Urbaniak, 
 
I'm coordinating some displays for the new AOA Office. One thing we're going to do is have a frame for each 
President, along with the year he served. I have two questions with regard to this: 
 
1. If we don't have a photo currently, we'll use a quote from the President's Address. It was in my search for 
quotes that I came up against a discrepancy. I'm hoping as the author of the AOA's most recent history book, 
that you'll be able to shed some light on this. 
 
We have a listing of George W. N. Eggers, MD as the AOA President in 1963. But in the attached President's 
Address, it cites M. Beckett Howorth, MD as the President. The two presidents on either side 1962 - Joseph A. 
Freiberg, MD and 1964 - Lenox D. Baker, MD match the President's Addresses, so it can't be some 
misalignment of years. Can you please provide some clarification on this? 
 
2. Also, since there was no meeting in 1945 due to WWII, do you know if the President from 1944 (A. Bruce 
Gill, MD) served two years until John A. Key, MD was installed in 1946?  Or was there no President in 1945? 
Or was there another way the Association handled this? 
 
I look forward to your advice and insights. 
 
All the best, 
 
Kari McLean 
Manager, Marketing & Communications 
The American Orthopaedic Association 
 


