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The Night Ministry Begins Construction
on New Residence in West Town

On Friday, March 18 at 9:30 a.m., with golden sledgehammers in hand, supporters and

staff of The Night Ministry held a ceremonial wall-smashing at 1110 N. Noble to kick
off the approximately year-long rehab of the building. 1110 N. Noble is undergoing
considerable reconstruction to turn the space into a home for homeless youth that have
few places to turn.

President Tom Behrens recalled, "Back in 1992, when our Open Door Youth Shelter in
Lakeview first opened, we could not have foreseen all the positive changes in the
services we provide to youth. Beginning rehab on this building is another step in
expanding and deepening our seryices."

Alderman Walter Burnett, Jr. and Congressman Danny K.Davis' Chief of Staff,
Richard Boykin, spoke about the importance of providing a safe, secure place for
homeless youth as they work toward making healthier choices and becoming self-
sufficient. Elaborating on the issue of homeless youth, Alderman Burnett stated, "I
commend them [The Night Ministry] for being community active, commend them for
having a heart and for helping the people in our society who need help. As I see it, if
one of us is homeless, all of us are homeless."

Richard Boykin, representing Congressman Davis, said, "You can be someone who
builds up or tears down. The Night Ministry helps build up through the relationships it
has with the homeless youth that it serves." He continued, describing the goals and

vision for this building as trying to meet the needs of the less fortunate.

In Chicago, there are an estimated 12,000 - 15,000 homeless youth over the course of a
year. The Night Ministry's Open Door Youth Shelter West Town will expand the

number of program spaces available to homeless youth who are not wards of the state.

Once open, the program will annually provide housing and other services to over 200
youth, ages 14 -2I, and their infant and toddler children.
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Chet Gougis, The Night Ministry's Board Chair and President of Duff and Phelps, LLC,
acknowledged the significant commitments made by individuals, foundations,
corporations and government agencies. Open Door West Town was approved for the
Illinois Affordable Housing Tax Credit Program by the Illinois Housing Development
Authority. This project was made possible through the efforts of The Night Ministry and

the Illinois Facilities Fund (IFF) under the IFF's Community Asset Builder Program.

Kelly King Dibble, Executive Director of the Illinois Housing Development Authority
(IHDA), stated, "We are proud to support the dedicated staff of The Night Ministry and

are committed to supporting safe and decent housing for those who need it most."

In attendance were also representatives from the architectural firm, HarleyEllis, the
construction company, Staalsen Construction, and the project managers, Illinois
Facilities Fund.

About The Night Ministry
The Night Ministry is a non-profit, non-denominational social service organization that creates
hope throughout the communities we serve. We listen and respond to the needs of people

we meet on Chicago's nighttime streets - regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation, or social status. Through our outreach and health program and our youth
housing and outreach programs, we connect youth and adults in need to basic resources and
opportunities for suppoft, housing, employment, education, and more.
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About The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA)
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