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Elvina Moen, age 86,
Night Ministry's Lamp

recerves
LighterAward

On Wednesday, May 5,2004, The Night Ministry held their Fifth Annual "Lighting Up the Night" Benefit
at the Westin Michigan Avenue Hotel, Chicago. The event was to benefit The Night Ministry's work on
Chicago's nighttime streets and to honor their Lamp Lighter Award recipients. The Lamp Lighter Award was
created to help recognize those individuals, organizations and corporations that help "light up the night" with
their good works.

Lamp Lighter Award Recipients:
At age 86, Elvina Moen is The Night Ministry's most senior volunteer. But her young spirit and lively
personality serve as an inspiration to staff, volunteers, and the people she meets on Chicago's nighttime streets.

She first volunteered with a group from Holy Trinity Lutheran Church as part of a direct service project. That
experience compelled her to begin volunteering as part of the hospitality crew with The Night Ministry's Health
Outreach Bus in September 1999. She is a resident of Lincoln Park.

Once a week, all year long, Elvina serves beverages to bus visitors. Start to finish she takes care of the coffee,
making each visitor's coffee the way they like it. Elvina graciously seryes our bus visitors with kindness and
consideration; making each person feel cared for. The most important part of her duties is engaging visitors in
conversation and building positive relationships. She's very sympathetic and compassionate with people facing
diffi cult circumstances.

Elvina's positive attitude, generous spirit, and consistent community involvement are remarkable. No matter the
weather, 15 below or 95 degrees, she shows up - reaching out to those in need. Neal Fromm, Bus Outreach
Professional, says, "Elvina is gracious, kind, and has a generous spirit. Our bus vistors just love her. She's an
inspiration to everyone because she gets out and is involved at her age. That she does this every week is
remarkable "In particular, she is committed to the children of West Woodlawn and the visitors in Wicker Park.
Elvina appreciates the smiles and waves of the people, saying her favorite part is the " gratitude of people, to be

able to communicate with people. I receive far more than I give."

Karen and Dick Pigott of Glenview and the Sara Lee Foundation were also recipients of The Night Ministry's
Lamp Lighter Award.

The Night Ministry is a non-profit, non-denominational organization that provides assistance and solutions
to those in need on Chicago's nighttime streets through our Health Outreach Bus, Homeless Youth Housing
Program, and Youth Shelter Network. For more information, visit www.thenightministry.org.


