
PREPARING FOR A CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION
OUT ON THE NIGHTTIME STREETS OF CHICAGO

Just a sampling of all the piles of warm winter wear we'll be wrapping!

What: On a weekend when many people will be doing last minute Christmas shopping, a group of
approximately 20+ people will be giving to the community by participating in a wrapping/preparation
party, These volunteers (individuals and small groups) will be wrapping hundreds of gifts:

toys for children
hats and gloves for adults

Holiday music will be played and beverages will be served.

Where: The offices of The Night Ministry,4711 N. Ravenswood Avenue, Chicago, IL.

When: Saturday, December 2I,2002 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Why: To make the holidays more festive for those less foftunate, these gifts & cookies will be
distributed from our Health Outreach Bus the night of Tuesday, December 24 to nine neighborhoods
across Chicago (West Woodlawn, South Shore, Humboldt Park, Wicker Park, Lathrop Homes,
Uptown, Cabrini Green, East Garfield Park, and Lake View).

Who: Since 1976 The Night Ministry has responded to the needs of people on the nighttime streets
of Chicago - regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or social status. We are a non-
profit, non-denominational organization serving homeless and runaway youth, working poor adults,
uninsured and underinsured individuals seeking medical assistance, children who are unsupervised
and need a place to gather in safety, the chronically lonely, and others who have "fallen through the
cracks" of our social service system.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Kari Mclean, Coordinator for Public & Media Relations
Phone: 773-784-9000 x210 Fax: 773-784-9390 After-Hours & Weekend Pager: 773-215-967t



Holiday Celebration on
Chicago's |Yishttime Streets

Tuesday, December 24, 2002 7:00 p.m. - 12 midnight

Who: The Night Ministry's Staff and volunteers will be celebrating its fourth annual
Christmas Eve celebration on Chicago's nighttime streets the season with people from
nine underserved neighborhoods. All year around, not just at the holidays, The Night
Ministry builds relationships from our Health Outreach Bus with youth and adults
struggling with poverty, homelessness/ abuse, and loneliness.

What: Especially for the marginalized and disenfranchised, the holidays can be a
lonely time of year - where hopes & dreams collide with stark realities. Staff and
volunteers will be bringing holiday cheer by serving gallons of hot chocolate and
thousands of donated homemade cookies. Volunteers and staff will be passing out:

. 1,800 stockings stuffed to the brim with toys & goodies for children

. 1,000 hats & mittens for children

. 1,000+ children's toys

. 1,200 hats & gloves for adults

Where & When: Tuesday, December 24 in nine underserved Chicago
neighborhoods:

South
West Woodlawn
West Woodlawn
South Shore

West
Humboldt Park Division & California
Humboldt Park North & Kedzie
Wicker Park Damen & Wicker Park
Lathrop Homes Diversey & Damen

North & East
Uptown
Cabrinix
East Garfield Park*

63'd & Calumet
62nd & Cottage Grove
Jeffrey & 71't

Wilson & Broadway
Oak & Larrabee

6:30 - 7:45 p.m.
B:00 - 9:30 p,m,
10:00 - 11:00 p,m.

7 - 8:15 p.m.
8:30 - 9:30 p.m.
10 - 11:15 p.m.
11:30 p.m. - midnight

7 - 8:30 p.m.
9 - 10 p.m.

Madison & Sacramento 10:15 - 11:15 p.m.

xAlderman Burneff & his campaign manager/ Maze Johnson wi// be at
these stops.

FOR MORE INFORMATTON, CONTACT:
Kari Mclean, Coordinator for Public & Media Relations or
Denisha Powell, Christmas Eve Media Contact
Phone: 773-784-9000x210 Fax 773-784-9390 Pager: 773-2L5-967L



Holy Night Celebration
Holiday Celebration on Chicago's Nighnfime Streets

Tuesday, Decemb er 24, 2002 7:00 p.m. - 12 midnight

There are myriad ways people celebrate the holidays - spending time with family and friends,
giving and receiving gifts, attending church services, throwing andlor attending parties. For the
marginalized and disenfranchised, the holidays can be a lonely time of year - where happy
expectations collide with stark realities. The Night Ministry celebrates the season on Chicago's
nighttime streets, where we are a presence year-round, trylng to bring some of those happy
expectations to life.

For the fourth year in a row/ The Night Ministry will celebrate the season on the streets
of nine neighborhoods across Chicago. Staff and volunteers on three Health
Outreach vehicles will travel all our regular routes. What will we be doing?

Staff and volunteers will be passing out holiday stockings stuffed to the brim with toys
and goodies for the children. Adults will receive gifts of warm winter wear - hats,
gloves, and scarves.

We will be serving hot chocolate and thousands of donated homemade cookies. We will
have small Eroups of volunteers at some sites singing carols.

And everyone will be wishing a" happy holiday''to the hundreds of people we see on a
regular basis.

All year around, not just at the holidays, The Night Ministry builds relationships from
our Health Outreach Bus with youth and adults struggling with povefi, homelessness/
abuse, and loneliness. Staff, including a registered nurse, outreach professional, and
trained volunteers, provide basic health care, health care education, screenings,
counseling, referral assistance and hospitality to thousands of persons on the nighttime
streets. Our goal is not to proselytize. Our goal is to be there, affirming that each
person is important and of value. It is especially impoftant not to forget our friends on
the street during the holiday season. The Night Ministry's Health Outreach Bus is

supported in part by a grant from Merisant Corporation, makers of Equal Sweetener,



Santa's Helpers
Holiday Celebration on Chicago's Nighttime Streets

Tuesday, December 24, 2002 4:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.

On Christmas Eve, elves pack Santa's sleigh with goodies for good boys & girls across the world. In
Chicago, The Night Ministry's elves will be packing our "sleighs" - three Health Outreach Buses which
will travel to ten underserved communities across Chicago.

Who: Santa's helpers and elves (volunteers and staff of The Night Ministry) will be loading
our three Health Outreach Buses with bags and bags full of:
. 1,800 stockings for children
. 1,000 hats & mittens for children
. 1,000 children's toys
. I,200 hats & gloves for adults

Whatr We will be loading our three Health Outreach Buses in
preparation for The Night Ministry's fourth annual Christmas Eve

celebration out on Chicago's nighttime streets. Later in the
evening, staff and volunteers will go to the streets to celebrate
this special time of year where hopes & dreams sometimes collide
with stark realities, especially for the marginalized and
disenfranchised. We will be bringing holiday cheer, passing out
gifts, serving gallons of hot chocolate and thousands of donated
homemade cookies, and wishing our visitors well. Some sites will
have carolers.

Where: Santa's helpers will be packing our buses outside the
offices of The Night Ministry. 4711 N. Ravenswood Avenue,
Chicago.

Boxes of stockings waiting

to be loaded.

When: Tuesday, December 24,2002 from 4:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

Why: All year around, not just at the holidays, The Night Ministry
builds relationships from our Health Outreach Bus with youth and
adults struggling with poverty, homelessness, abuse, and loneliness. It
is especially important not to forget our friends on the street during the
holiday season. Staff, including a registered nurse, outreach
professional, and trained volunteers, provide basic health care, health
care education, screenings, counseling, referral assistance and
hospitality to thousands of persons on the nighttime streets. Our goal

is not to proselytize. Our goal is to be there, affirming that each
person is important and of value.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Kari Mclean, Coordinator for Public & Media Relations or
Denisha Powell, Christmas Eve Media Contact
Phone: 773-784-9000 x210 Fax:773-784-9390 Pager: 773-215-967I

Mountains of bags containrng
gifts of warm winter wear,
waiting to be put onto our
Health Outreach Buses for
distribution.



Only 2 nights left of this 4-night Celebration
It's a Party On The Streets!

The Night Ministry hosts our Sixth Annual Holiday Celebration

from our Health Outreach Bus.

I)ecember 22 -
7:00 p.m. -

Wednesday, Thursduy, December
12 midnight

23

Photos from last night at our Humboldt Park & Wicker Park stops.

Who: The Night Ministry builds relationships from our Health Outreach Bus with youth and adults
struggling with poverty, homelessness/ abuse, and loneliness. Trained volunteers and staff - including
a registered nurse and an outreach professional - provide basic health care, health care education,
screenings, counseling, referral assistance and hospitality to thousands of persons each year on the
nighttime streets"

What: In years past, The Night Ministry took three buses to cover all the routes of our Health
Outreach Bus on Christmas Eve. This year, our Holiday Celebration will be four nights. Staff and
volunteers on our Health Outreach Bus will travel our regular routes passing out holiday stockings
stuffed to the brim with toys and goodies for the children, Adults will receive gifts of warm blankets.
There will be singing, hot chocolate, and lots of cookies.

Where/When: The celebration will take place on Chicago's nighttime streets from our Health
Outreach Bus. Hundreds of adults and children will be visiting our Bus for Christmas cheer right in
their neighborhoods.

Monday, December 20 - done!

Wednesday, December 22
Broadway & Wilson 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Milwaukee & Ashland 9:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Madison & Sacramento 10:30 pm - 11:30 pm

Tuesday, December 21 - done!

Thursday, December 23
63'd & Prairie 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Cottage Grove & 64th 9:30 pm - 11:00 pm

For More Information
Kari Mclean
Phone: ll 3-7 84-9000 x21 0

Pager: 773-215-9671

$
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Why: The holidays are full of expectations for the holidays to be full of warmth, family, home, and
cheer. For the marginalized and disenfranchised, the holidays can be a lonely time of year. It can be
especially difficult for the folks we see because it's a reminder of things lost; families, relationships,
possessions. People are surprised that there are kids out there that would have nothing for Christmas
if they didn't get a gift from us. There are people who want to help during this holiday season and
The Night Ministry encourages others to get involved with those less foftunate in their communities.

How: Staff and volunteers will load up The Night Ministry's Health Outreach Bus with donated
blankets for adults and holiday stockings for teens & children. Hundreds of volunteers - corporations,
congregations, and individuals - donated money and items to make this celebration for the youth and
adults whom The Night Ministry serves all year long. Each night of the Holiday Celebration/ our
Health Outreach Bus will follow its regular route. Staff and volunteers will be serving hot chocolate
and cookies. Santa will be roaming, visiting with the little ones. At some sites, there will be groups
singing carols.

For More Information:
Kari Mclean, Coordinator for Public & Media Relations
The Night Ministry 4711 N. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, [L60640-4407
Tel: 773-784-9000 x210 After Hours Pager: 773-2t5-967L
Fax: 773-784-9390 Email: kari@thenightministrv.orq

****


