
THE LETTER’S PURPOSE  
This letter is intended to motivate 17 ABC alum get their Fellowship Class to Providence and to lay the 
groundwork for Fellowship Alumni to ask other Fellowship Alumni for financial support.  
 

ORIGINAL DRAFT 
 
Dear Dr. ___________, 
 
The ABC Fellowship has been considered the jewel of the AOA Traveling Fellowships since the inception of 
transatlantic collaboration several decades ago.  Growing from the first few ABC fellows in the 1950s, more 
than 300 surgeons have participated in this prestigious program.   
 
Thank you for your [year] participation in the AOA ABC Traveling Fellowship program. This program, as you 
know, is a life-changing experience.  
 
Receptions at the AOA and AAOS Annual Meetings offer alumni the opportunity to exchange useful 
information, share life-changing experiences and foster deep-rooted relationships. The AOA is gearing up for 
another memorable ABC Dinner at the upcoming 128th Annual Meeting of the American Orthopaedic 
Association! The dinner will take place on Wednesday, June 24, 2015 from [time?] in Providence, RI. The 
evening is sure to be full of reminiscing with one another as we reflect on the experiences we each had as part 
of the ABC Traveling Fellowship.  
 
We are writing to request your assistance in reaching out to [year] ABC Fellowship alumni regarding attending 
the reception and in retrieving photos from your tour. 
  
Thank you for your participation and we look forward to seeing you in Providence!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Member #1, MD 
ABC Fellowship Alumni (2001), AOA Development Committee 
 
 
Member #2, MD 
[title] 
 
 
Cc: Member #3, MD 
Fellowships Coordinating Chair 
 
 
 

ABOUT MY REWRITE/EDITS 
I significantly rewrote the letter to emphasize the prestige and benefits of being an ABC alum, with a clear ask 
for the reader to solicit their colleagues to attend the Dinner. Since this letter is to lay the groundwork and 
there will not be a direct solicitation during the Dinner, I removed the reference to the Development 
Committee because I believe its inclusion will cause the addressee to view the invitation with suspicion. See 
next page for my rewrite.  



MY REWRITE 

 
Dear Dr. ___________, 
 

As a [YEAR] ABC Traveling Fellowship alumnus, you’re invited to attend the exclusive ABC Alumni Dinner on 

Wednesday, June 24, 2015 that will be held at the 128th Annual Meeting of The American Orthopaedic 

Association in Providence, Rhode Island.  

The American-British-Canadian Fellowship has been the jewel of the AOA Traveling Fellowships since its 
inception in 1950. More than 300 of us have participated in this prestigious, life-changing transatlantic 
collaboration. Many AOA Presidents and Awardees have traveled on our ABC Fellowship. Each one of us has 
benefited from the camaraderie and connections we built during our tours, and which have had a lasting 
impact on our careers.  

We’re looking to preserve the heritage of this exceptional Fellowship. As part of that initiative, you should 

have received an e-mail request asking you to send in photos from your tour to the AOA—digital or print. We 

would like your tour photos to be part of the slideshow that will be featured at this year’s Dinner.  

The most important component, however, in making the 2015 ABC Dinner an outstanding one, is the people in 
attendance. We hope that you will spearhead an effort to get others from your Fellowship Class to attend the 
2015 AOA Annual Meeting and ABC Alumni Dinner. It is what we shared and experienced, then and now, that 
will make this year’s Dinner truly memorable as we reminisce with one another and share stories from our 
respective tours.  
 
We look forward to seeing you in Providence!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Member #1, MD 
ABC Fellowship Class of 2001 
 
 
Member #2, MD 
ABC Fellowship Class of 1991 
 
 
cc: Member #2, MD 
Fellowships Coordinating Chair 
 


