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Dr. Black 

 

Before we get started with the Presidential Installation of 

Sandy Emery, I want to bring Dr. Wright onstage for a few 

minutes to provide you with some additional information 

about the Campaign for Tomorrow,  

Dr. Black 

 

our five-year comprehensive fundraising campaign to 

reinforce and expand the AOA’s Mission and to make an 

exciting announcement.   

Dr. Wright…. 

 

Dr. Wright  

 

The AOA is the world’s first, and oldest, 

orthopaedic association. Since our beginning in 

1887, our focus on orthopaedic leadership at all 

levels has furthered the remarkable growth of our 

specialty.  

 

 

Due to the AOA’s efforts, orthopaedics became its 

own discipline apart from general surgery. The AOA 

also played a critical role in founding many other 

key orthopaedic associations.  

 

With our unique perspectives and zeal, the AOA, as 



a community of leaders, is ideally positioned to 

continue shaping the orthopaedic discipline.     

 

 

Our specialty faces many challenges, which can 

only be met by leaders and leadership. Change is 

not easy. But, together, as the AOA, we can create 

solutions to the systemic issues facing our 

profession. Being small, we are nimble. Being 

leaders, we are visionary. Being teachers, we are 

resourceful.  

 

 

 

In my Treasurer’s Report yesterday, I stated that 

the financial stewardship of our funds remains 

outstanding. These reserves are managed by the 

Finance and Investment Committee, in direct 

collaboration with a Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 

financial advisor.   

 

The AOA has seen investment returns that average 

greater than 6%% over the last five years. These 

compare very favorably to other non-profits and 

benchmarks over the same period. But this isn’t 

enough to help our organization and programs 

grow and meet the demands of our members in a 

changing landscape of mergers, hospital-

employment, shifts in residency training, and more.  



 

With a goal of raising $8 million by June 2021, the 

Campaign for Tomorrow will support the AOA’s 

ongoing efforts to create powerful educational 

programming and resources that impact individuals 

and those we mentor and influence—be it within 

our hospital system, institution, department, 

practice, subspecialty, or community.  

 

 

The Campaign will allow the AOA to:   

 Enhance signature programs to meet member 

needs 

 Expand opportunities for established and 

aspiring leaders, and  

 Forge new territory in career development 

skills—including leadership, collaboration, and 

education.  

 

The Campaign will also give us the means to:   

 Create new solutions to address challenges in 

orthopaedic care, and  

 To Provide a resilient foundation for adapting to 

continuous change. 

 

 

There are many ways for us to support our 

Campaign for Tomorrow including outright gifts of 

cash or stock and many forms of planned giving. 

We can also make gifts using a combination of 



these methods—making it possible for us to give a 

more substantial gift over an extended time frame.  

 

 

Gifts of any size count toward the Campaign for 

Tomorrow. The Annual Giving recognition levels are 

still in place. And we can still designate our gifts to 

a program or programs of our choice. 100% of our 

donations will continue to be invested and directed 

to support these programs.  Whether your interest 

is in developing leadership skills to manage a team 

that ultimately results in better patient care, 

advancing GME through multiple means to better 

train residents and fellows, identifying, discussing, 

and addressing issues that are important to 

orthopaedics as a whole, or implementing and 

leading systems to prevent secondary fractures, 

you have the option to designate your gift to 

ensure the ongoing success of your favorite 

program.  

 

Additionally, the campaign will build resources 

supporting all of these efforts by increasing the 

AOA's Mission Critical Education Fund, which gives 

the AOA important flexibility to fund new programs 

as we continue adapting to a changing 

environment. 

 



 

As I mentioned yesterday, these monies are housed 

in a restricted fund kept separate from other AOA 

investments, and are maintained and used at 5% 

annually according to donor designations.  At your 

seat, you will find a Campaign flyer for details. 

There is also information about the Campaign on 

the mobile app and website, and staff at the 

Registration Desk would be happy to talk with you.  

 

The Development Committee has also added the 

1887 Circle, a premium leadership giving alliance 

that will help shape the AOA’s future, orthopaedics, 

and the musculoskeletal community for decades to 

come.  

 

Donors who pledge new contributions at these 

higher levels directly to the AOA by June of 2021 

will receive special recognition as “Founders” of the 

1887 Circle.  

 

 

The highest giving level of the 1887 Circle is the 

Virgil P. Gibney Transformational Society. Dr. 

Gibney played an essential role in the AOA’s 

founding. He is also the only President to have 

served in the role twice:  

 

Once in 1887 as the first President, and then again, 

in 1912 as the 26th President.  

 



A giant in orthopaedics and a highly-influential AOA 

member, we named this highest giving level after 

him. Just as Dr.  Gibney was a leader in his time—so 

too are the members who join the Virgil P. Gibney 

Society.  

 

 

I’m thrilled to announce that we have our first 

member:  C. McCollister Evarts. Mac Evarts, a giant 

in his own right, has made a gift of one million 

dollars.  

 

This gift comes from Dr. Evarts’ significant 

commitment to the AOA. We cannot thank him 

enough for his vision, his drive, and his dedication. I 

call him to the stage to receive the honor of this 

recognition. (Dr. Evarts begins moving to the 

stage).  

 

Dr. Evart’s impact on orthopaedics has been 

significant. Among his many achievements, he has 

co-authored over 200 articles, edited any number 

of publications, held a wide range of visiting 

professorships and appointments, and participated 

on innumerable committees. He has served as 

Chair of two Orthopaedic Departments, CEO and 

Dean of two academic health centers, and been the 

recipient of many honors and awards, including the 

AOA’s Distinguished Contributions to Orthopaedics 



Award in 2006. Dr. Evarts has served as President 

not only for the AOA, but also for the AAHC, Hip 

Society, ABOS, and OMeGA Medical Grants. He is a 

member of the Institute of Medicine.   

 

 

 

His proudest accomplishment, however, is his 

family. Father of three, Dedicated GPaw to 11. 

Without the support of family and friends, all other 

achievements are diminished.  

 

His exceptional generosity to the AOA with this 

financial gift is not one he has given lightly, but one 

which will help ensure the AOA’s future. 

 (lead applause) 

 

 

Dr. Evarts 
 

 

Dr. Evarts 
 
Dr. Evarts comes up on stage. Says a few words, then returns 

to his seat.  

Thank you for this. Early in my career the orthopaedics giants 

were front and center in The American Orthopaedic 

Association. They were the leaders! The influence that they 

had on my career and on our profession is remarkable. 

 

At this point in my life it has become very important to give 

back to this organization that has provided so many 

opportunities for me. I ask that you reflect upon the 

connections and opportunities that have come to you 

through the AOA and consider joining me in making a gift to 

support the Campaign for Tomorrow.  



Dr. Wright 

 
 

 In recognition Of Dr. Evarts’ transformational gift 

The Executive Committee has chosen to honor him 

by renaming the Resident’s Leadership Forum as 

the C.  McCollister Evarts’ Resident Leadership 

Forum.  

 

With the gifts of our 1887 Circle members, we are 

on our way to reaching our goal of raising eight 

million dollars by June 2021.  So far, we have raised 

$2 1/3  million—more than one-fourth of our goal.  

We have had the majority of our living past 

presidents participate. On behalf of the 

Development and Executive Committees, we want 

to thank all of our 1887 Circle founders. At this 

time, we have 27 members. 

 

 

 

We’d like to acknowledge and thank Dr. Simon who 

has supported the Campaign for Tomorrow at the 

Innovator level.  

 

 

We’d also like to recognize and thank all the 

Ambassador level donors who are also 1887 Circle 

founders.  

 



 

We realize that our overall goal of $8 million is 

ambitious, but also recognize that it is achievable. It 

is a goal essential to ensuring that the AOA 

continues to create significant opportunities for 

those who are in a position to have the greatest 

impact on orthopaedics.  

 

 

The Campaign for Tomorrow is a promise to the 

extraordinary surgeons in our past, present, and 

future. The AOA is unlike other orthopaedic 

associations because of what we, a small but 

influential community of leaders, can do together.   

 

If you’re interested in finding out more, please stop 

by the Registration Desk for more information. 

 

I invite all of you to make a financial investment in 

our collective future by making a gift of any size to 

the Campaign. Thank you.  

 

Dr. Black Now we’d like to proceed with the Installation of Sanford E. 

Emery as the next AOA President… 

 


