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Over 29 years ago, community members turned a dream into a reality by founding The Night Ministry.  Since 

that time, we have grown tremendously as we worked to meet the needs of the people we serve. That early 

dream of reaching out to people struggling through the crossroads is the driving force of our work and the 

foundation of our new dream of expanding available services to those in need. With your help, once again a 

dream can become a reality.   

 

A few months ago, we shared with you the vision and plans that have led to The Campaign for The Night 

Ministry. After considerable analysis, consultations, and early financial support, The Night Ministry has created 

a strong foundation for a Capital Campaign that will fund the expansion of our resources for underserved and 

at-risk youth and adults. Our campaign goals include: Increasing Our Capacity to Serve Homeless Youth and 

Enhancing the Services of the Outreach and Health Ministry Program.  We have made significant strides 

towards these goals.  So far, $5.3 million in lead gifts have been committed to The Campaign by foundations, 

individuals, government grants, and corporations.   

 

We have already met our goal of 

obtaining our new Health Outreach 

Bus, as a result of generous support 

by three foundations. We held our 

Bus Dedication and Campaign Kick-

off block party on September 24 to 

celebrate the new bus. The Night 

Ministry’s Outreach and Health 

Ministry Program helps to serve some 

of the nearly one million uninsured individuals in Chicago. Our previous bus had been on the streets since 1993. 

We needed to replace it with a more spacious vehicle that would accommodate the higher level of health care 

we now provide. Three larger, distinct spaces - a private counseling and HIV testing room, a hospitality area, 

and a medical room with a full-length medical exam table - will improve confidentiality for our bus visitors, and 

enhance the services we currently bring to disadvantaged and underserved individuals on the nighttime streets 

of their neighborhoods. The Night Ministry is one of Chicago's only non-profit organizations delivering health 

care, outreach services, and rapid HIV testing in communities at night when other agencies are closed. During 

the past year, we served an estimated 6,000 youth and adults. Our challenge going forward is to sustain the 

program and increased client services into the future.  

 

The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless estimates there are 12,000 to 15,000 homeless youth in Chicago each 

year. Homeless youth, ages 14-21, who are not wards of the state, have few age-appropriate places to stay. To 

that end, we are in the process of rehabbing a building at 1110 N. Noble Street in Chicago’s West Town 

neighborhood. We expect to open the building in April of 2006. Our current 120-day, 16-bed interim program 

over 



  

will be housed at this location. Once youth have completed an interim shelter program like Open Door, they 

have limited options for next-stage housing. Because we recognize the lack of resources, The Night Ministry 

wanted to increase options by launching a new 8-bed 

transitional living program. Developmentally, youth 

often need transitional housing services to give them 

more time and resources to stabilize their lives. The 

aim of this new program will be to assist residents 

over a longer period to address issues that may be 

obstacles to self-sufficiency. We believe strongly that 

if a homeless teen successfully learns life skills while 

they are still young, they will have a better chance of 

avoiding homelessness as an adult.   

 

The generous early donations we received have allowed us to move forward with our plans. As we respond to 

the needs we see every day – homeless youth, the uninsured, and other individuals in need – we ask you to help 

make these dreams a reality.  In addition to your annual gift, we are hoping you will consider a financial 

commitment to The Campaign for The Night Ministry.  

Please review the enclosed brochure, which details how your 

one-time gift for this special effort will make a difference.  

We particularly want to honor your contribution with a 

commemorative engraved paver in the courtyard of the new 

youth residence or a star on the donor wall.    

     

Earlier this year, the Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation made a generous commitment to The Campaign, in 

the amount of $250,000. The Foundation has offered a challenge to our donors to join them by matching 

their contribution with an additional $250,000 by December 31, 2005.  As part of The Night Ministry 

family, your support will mean so much as this dream comes to life.   

 

In the coming months, we will continue to update you on our progress toward The Campaign for The 

Night Ministry. We also invite you to visit our website (www.thenightministry.org) to view pictures of the new 

Bus and the new youth residence during rehab construction. On behalf of the youth and adults we serve, we 

thank you for not only your financial support, but for your belief in the importance of assisting 

individuals as they work toward making healthier choices.  

 

Best regards, 
 

                                         
 

Chet Gougis        Tom Behrens  

Chair, Board of Directors     President 

     

 

P.S.   Please feel free to contact Tina Erickson, Vice President of External Relations, via email at 

tina@thenightministry.org or by phone at 773-784-9000, ext. 6005, if you have any questions about The 

Campaign for The Night Ministry. 
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