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Lighting Up the Night Script 

6:35pm 

Bob: Please take your seats. [Wait ‘til you have their attention.]   
 
Welcome to The Night Ministry’s Seventh Annual “Lighting Up the Night” Awards Dinner. I’m 
Robert Jordan, Channel 9 WGN Anchor and Vice Chair of The Night Ministry’s Board of 
Directors. Unfortunately my lovely daughter, Karen Jordan, Channel 7 WLS-TV Anchor, is 
unable to join me tonight as planned. So I’ll be your emcee for tonight’s program, where we 
will be honoring some extraordinary supporters of The Night Ministry.  
 
These honorees recognize the importance of their ties to our community. They have 
supported Opening Doors at the Crossroads: The Campaign for The Night Ministry and its work 
to improve the lives of those in greatest need. We’re also excited to be honoring Matthew 
Sorenson with our volunteer Lamp Lighter Award.  Following dinner, we’ll begin our program 
for the evening. Now I’m pleased to introduce Reverend Delois Brown-Daniels, Member of The 
Night Ministry’s Board of Directors, to give the invocation.  
 

[Rev. Dee gives invocation & leaves stage] 
 
Bob: Enjoy your meal. Don’t forget you can continue to bid on the silent auction in the lobby. 
We have a trip to the Stonebriar Resort in Texas sponsored by the Westin, and Cubs and Sox 
memorabilia. The auction will close after dessert, but we’d like to thank all the silent auction 
contributors for their generous donations.  
 
[DINNER IS SERVED.] 

6:50pm  
 
Bob: Just a reminder that silent auction bidding is still open. The bidding will be closing after 
dinner, but before dessert. So don’t forget to keep making your bids! 
 

7:30pm (after dinner, after front tables have their dessert) 

Bob: This is the final call for all bidders. The silent auction is about to end.  You have time for 
one last bid before the bid sheets are collected and the winners are tallied.  
 

7:40pm   
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Bob: The Night Ministry's work compels people to devote their time and energy to its cause 
because of the personal relationships that are at its heart. (This is where you take a few 
sentences of your own to explain how & why you became a Board member and took on the 
Vice Chair position) 
 
Before we get started, we would like to take a few minutes to give special thank you to our 
table buyers, who helped make this evening possible.  
 

 Chet Gougis 

 Northern Trust 

 Project Rush 

 Jeff & Cheryl Anderson 

 The Boeing Company 

 JPMorgan Chase 

 Bruce Lee 

 McCormick Tribune Foundation, and  

 Carl & Laurie Warschausky 
 

Please give them a round of applause. 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
I want to thank the Westin Hotel and its entire staff who are currently working in partnership 
with us. They have selected The Night Ministry as the charitable organization they will support 
this year. Their great interest in our work and their generous contribution to our silent auction 
are very much appreciated. I’d like to recognize Mike Feigenbaum and Andrew Paullin who are 
here tonight from the Westin. 
 
We would also like to thank the elected officials and representatives of legislators and 
government agencies who have honored us with their presence tonight.  I would ask they 
please stand and hold your applause until the end:   
 

 Ra Joy, with Congressman Jan Schakowsky 
 

 Bill Clair, U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 
and Families 

 

 Laird Peterson, with State Rep Larry McKeon 
 

 Tami Cole and Alisa Rodriguez, with the Chicago Department of Human Services 
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 Teresa Ramols, Darius Pietura, Mark Younkins, and Bruce Edwards with the Chicago 
Department of Public Health 

 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
Bob: We welcome and value federal, state and city leaders who work to improve resources for 
the homeless youth and disenfranchised populations whom The Night Ministry serves. Their 
assistance and support was particularly important in the development of the new youth 
shelter we know in West Town. 
 
For 30 years, Tom Behrens, President of the Night Ministry, has led The Night Ministry 
community with his vision and dedication. Nearly 60 employees, 25 board members, over 400 
volunteers, and thousands of supporters help The Night Ministry reach out to those in need. 
We’d like to recognize some of those individuals who are in attendance tonight, starting with  
The Executive Committee of The Night Ministry’s Board of Directors: 
 

 Jeffrey Anderson, Chair 

 I’m Robert Jordan and I serve as the Vice Chair  

 Barbara Timberlake, Secretary 

 Carl Warschausky, Treasurer (“war-shaw-ski”) 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
Bob: We’d also like to recognize a number of other committed individuals who have helped 
The Night Ministry expand and grow in recent years. The Night Ministry’s Board of Directors 
and Campaign Cabinet oversaw the Campaign for The Night Ministry in all aspects. In 
particular, I want to recognize the leadership effort of immediate Past Chair, Chet Gougis, 
immediate Past Secretary, Susan Bennett, and Gordon Addington, Chair of the Facilities 
Committee. I’d also like to recognize other members of The Night Ministry’s Board of Directors 
who are present tonight: 
 

 Stephen Bishop 

 Robert Bolt 

 Rev. Delois Brown-Daniels 

 Bill Fitzgerald 

 Cheryl Hyman 

 Paula Kelly Krupka 

 Bruce Lee 

 Lora Sanberg 
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 Elizabeth Nesi Sierra 

 Brian Swan  

 Dennis Thorn 

 Carmen Velásquez 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
Bob: We’d also like to recognize members of The Night Ministry’s Management Team who are 
here tonight: 
 

 Paul Hamann, Senior Vice President 

 Tina Erickson, Vice President of Development and `External Relations 

 Barb Bolsen, Vice President of Programming 

 Mark Bradley, Director of Outreach & Health Ministry 

 Melissa Maguire, Director of the Youth Shelter Network 

 Carole Mills, Director of Open Door Youth Shelter 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
Bob: It is now my pleasure to introduce The Night Ministry’s President, Tom Behrens, and 
Board Chair, Jeffrey Anderson, to talk a bit about The Night Ministry’s work.   
(APPLAUSE)  
 
[NOTE: Tom & Jeff take over to make their remarks about The Night Ministry’s capital 
campaign & future plans. Tom will call you back to introduce the presenters.] 
 
Jeff: The Night Ministry first began in 1976 as a grass-roots community effort led by 18 
congregations of diverse faiths who were concerned about the lack of services for people on 
the streets at night. For the first 10 years, Tom Behrens walked the streets of Chicago’s 
Lakeview neighborhood.  Tom learned first-hand about two things. The first being the number 
of homeless youth on the streets and the challenges they face. Secondly, was the growing 
population of marginalized adults who had been completely isolated by mainstream society 
and lacked access to primary healthcare services. These two major issues still form the focus of 
The Night Ministry today.  
 
Tom: In July, The Night Ministry will celebrate our 30th Anniversary. It’s hard to believe just 
how far we’ve come. The Night Ministry has grown tremendously to meet the needs of the 
youth and adults we meet on Chicago’s streets through our Outreach & Health Ministry, our 
Youth Shelter Network, and our continuum of services for homeless and at-risk youth, 
including our youth housing program. Although we have expanded, our initial purpose has not 
changed: Building relationships with people facing difficult and complicated life situations.  



 5 

 
Jeff: As most of you know, we have been in a capital campaign the last few years to expand 
and deepen our resources for people in need.  
 
Tonight is a celebration of the success of that campaign.  What many of you might not know is 
that the campaign was a result of a strategic plan that staff and board members created in late 
1999 to guide us to where we wanted to be by 2005. It was a vision of providing more services 
while deepening the services we already provide. To make that possible, we moved our 
administrative offices to 4711 N. Ravenswood. This bigger space accommodates a larger 
Outreach & Health Ministry staff, which in 2003 grew to include Rapid HIV testing staff. More 
outreach staff has enabled us to better serve our Bus visitors.  
 
The new office space also allowed for the growth of a new program – Youth Empowerment 
Services. These direct service staff members work specifically with the youth who have 
housing challenges like the other youth we serve, but on top of that, they’re pregnant and 
parenting youth, and young fathers. While the Health & Outreach Team grew, our old Health 
Outreach Bus was also growing older and had seen better days. It was part of Vision 2005 to 
secure a new and improved Health Outreach Bus. And we’re glad to say, with a great deal of 
help from you, we have had a new, completely customized bus since September of 2005.  
 
With nearly one million uninsured individuals in Chicago, The Night Ministry’s services are so 
very important to those who have difficulty accessing traditional health services. Our Outreach 
and Health Ministry Program provides health services directly at the point of need, to 
vulnerable youth and adults six nights a week, at 10 regularly scheduled stops throughout 
Chicago. It is one of Chicago's only nonprofit programs delivering health care and outreach 
services in communities at night when other agencies are closed. This much larger, new Health 
Outreach Bus has been vital in helping us take our services to the next level. This bus has 
separate areas for nursing care, counseling, Rapid HIV testing, and hospitality. It has an 
enormous amount of compact storage spaces that keep supplies securely stored and easy to 
access. We are grateful for our new bus, which has enabled us to enhance our services in 
many ways.  
 
Tom: It was also our vision to provide a wider range of services to homeless youth. In Illinois, 
over the course of a year, there are approximately 25,000 homeless youth who are not wards 
of the State. There are only 24 program spaces in Chicago for minors needing a place to stay. 
We first started our Open Door Youth Shelter in 1992. Because of what we learned from youth 
on the streets and at our shelter, we envisioned a continuum of services for homeless youth in 
various stages of the homeless cycle.  We’ve come a long way since that time. We grew our 
Youth Outreach Team from one person to three, increasing the number of homeless and at-
risk youth we serve on the streets and at our drop-in program. We created a Continuing Care 
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position dedicated to continuing support of youth who have left Open Door, helping them 
maintain the stability they achieved while in residence.   
Jeff: Another key component of our Vision 2005 was to find a larger building for our youth 
housing programs. We wanted more room to accommodate our interim housing program and 
to add a much-needed transitional living program. Open Door Youth Shelter is far more than a 
bed for the night. It is an intensive 120-day, 16-bed interim case management program that 
helps youth stabilize their lives so they can start setting and achieving their goals in the areas 
of housing, education, healthcare, financial independence, and life skills.  
 
Tom: We began working with the Illinois Facilities Fund in 2002. It was important to find a site 
that had good access to public transportation, a safe area for youth as they traveled to and 
from the residence, had health and daycare services in the neighborhood, and high schools in 
close proximity. With the help of the Illinois Facilities Fund, we found a building at 1110 N. 
Noble in Chicago’s West Town neighborhood. We are grateful to the Illinois Facilities Fund for 
helping us make this new youth residence possible under the IFF's Community Asset Builder 
Program.  
 
Jeff: Along the way, we were fortunate to have had assistance from U.S. Senator Richard 
Durbin’s office, Congressman Danny Davis’s office, from the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Department of Health and Human Services, and from Alderman Walter 
Burnett and his staff. The Night Ministry was also the recipient of tax credits from the Illinois 
Affordable Housing Tax Credit Program for this project. 
  
Tom: During the planning of this new shelter, our architects, HarleyEllis Devereaux, spent a lot 
of time talking with shelter staff and residents to find out how best to make this building not 
only a safe, durable space, but one with a home-like environment. Thanks to the support by 
many of you in this room, we began rehab construction in March 2005. Our wonderful 
construction company, Staalsen Construction, truly understood the importance of this 
building, adding extra touches at their own expense.  
 
Jeff:  Our Facilities Committee was instrumental in getting this rehab completed on time and 
on budget, with no delays. We are very proud to say, we celebrated completion of the rehab 
at our ribbon cutting ceremony a few weeks ago on March 24.  
 
(APPLAUSE)   
 
This building will be housing programs crucial to the well-being and future of youth who don’t 
have the family or support systems to help them overcome the circumstances that caused 
them to become homeless in the first place. The building is ready for the youth, and as soon as 
our state license is in hand, the youth will move into the building in the next few weeks. 
Everyone involved is excited to see the dream become a reality.  
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Tom: But we’re not done yet. One problem facing our youth is they don’t have many options 
when they are ready to transition out of our interim housing program to longer-term housing. 
The additional space of the building will allow us to launch a new program, one that will 
enable staff to work with youth over a longer period of time, allowing youth to address longer-
term issues that may be obstacles to their self-sufficiency. Each of the eight young women and 
men in the transitional living program will develop and work toward goals in key areas of life. 
We anticipate that most of the residents in this program will be ready to graduate within nine 
months. The Night Ministry believes strongly that if a homeless teen successfully learns life 
skills while they are still young, they will have a better chance of avoiding homelessness as an 
adult. We are thrilled that we will be able to increase resources for these young people and 
their children who have few places to turn. 
 
Jeff:  For those of us who aren’t out on the streets or at Open Door on a regular basis, it’s 
sometimes difficult to realize the impact our programs have on one individual. I would like to 
introduce you to a young woman from our Continuing Care Program to speak about the 
impact The Night Ministry has had on her life. Please welcome Marianah Bardney.  
 
Marianah’s Speech 
 
Marianah:  I’m happy to be here tonight. I’m glad to have the opportunity to tell you a little bit 
about myself. 
 
As a former homeless youth, life for me has been a struggle. Growing up, I didn’t have a 
normal childhood. I grew up in a broken home; my mother was never around, my father 
passed when I was 2 years old. So I lived with my grandfather. After he passed, things for me 
started to go downhill. I had to make adult decisions before I was an adult.I moved from place 
to place, staying with friends. For a while, I lived with my sister. She was moving away and I 
would have no place to stay. I had to find a place that could help me. I looked on the internet 
and found National Runaway Switchboard, who referred me to Open Door Youth Shelter.  
 
I came to Open Door in November of 2005. Lona Reiling was my case manager. I was attending 
Howard high school while I looked for a job. I wanted what everyone else has – the good 
things in life. With Lona’s help, I found a job opening at TCF Bank, where I am now a sales 
associate. While at Open Door, I was given the opportunity to be heard a number of times. I 
read a poem in front of Mayor Daley and various governmental agencies for the budget 
hearing in December.  This is the poem I read for the Mayor.  
 
I thought… 
I thought you cared for me 
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Your only daughter, how could this be? 
I thought you loved me 
The times we shared, were these times temporary? 
I thought we had a bond, we had lots of fun 
Maybe, but sooner or later you’d send me on a run 
I thought you’d give me the world ‘cause I was your little girl 
I guess I made a mistake 
You turned out to be a fake 
So…here I am, in a place 
I thought I’d never see 
But I’ll stick it out and be all that I can be. 
 
I also participated in a youth art show and speak out in November. And I wrote a poem for the 
Statewide Homeless Youth Conference in December.  
 
I left Open Door in December of 2005 to enter Emerge, a transitional living program at Jane 
Addams Hull House. Anne Holcomb, the Continuing Care Coordinator at The Night Ministry, 
came to visit me and brought me some household items and a gift certificate. She’s helped me 
along the way, even though I’m still in the Emerge program.  
 
In February, I was selected along with one other youth to attend the National Network for 
Youth Symposium in Washington, D.C. with the Director of Open Door, Carole Mills, Lona 
Reiling, and Melissa Maguire. This Symposium was attended by youth-serving organizations 
and youth from across the country. We met with Aids of elected officials, because many of the 
elected officials were out for Coretta Scott King’s funeral that day.  
 
During the symposium, I ran for a seat on the youth council. And I won! Now I am on the youth 
board. I just got back from a trip to Washington at the end of April.   (NOTE: hand write in a 
few comments about what happened.) 
 
I never thought it would end this way, but knowing I have The Night Ministry by my side, this is 
the start of a brand new day. I’m on the road to success I must say.  
 
(APPLAUSE)   
 
Tom: Thank you, Marianah. Your story, and stories like yours, inspire us every day. You keep us 
striving to enhance and expand our services based on what we learn from the people we 
serve.   
 
We have spoken about our programs, and the work we’re doing. You’ve heard from Marianah 
just how important it is that we’re present. But we could not provide the high level of services 
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we do without our many terrific financial supporters. The Night Ministry makes prudent and 
strategic financial plans to ensure strong programs, offering the most effective services 
possible for youth and adults in need. 
 
Jeff: There are so many people who made it possible for The Night Ministry to expand our 
services over these last few years. Tonight, we are honoring some very special people whose 
contributions have made our capital campaign a success. Each and every day, The Night 
Ministry receives support from individuals, corporations, foundations, congregations, and 
government agencies. Daily, volunteers and funders join us in reaching out to those in need. 
During our capital campaign, many people doubled their efforts on our behalf.  Tonight we 
want to honor the lead private funders to Opening Doors at the Crossroads: The Campaign for 
The Night Ministry. We celebrate you being a part of this.   
 
At this time, I’d like to bring back Bob Jordan to introduce our honorees -- all of whom are 
wonderful friends of The Night Ministry. 
 
Bob:  The 2006 Community Lamp Lighter Award has a multitude of recipients this year. The 
contributions of these Community Leaders have made an enormous difference to The Night 
Ministry’s future ability to serve homeless and at-risk youth, and marginalized adults. All of 
this year’s Community Lamp Lighter honorees have made possible the tremendous expansion 
of our services – whether they supported our new, customized Health Outreach Bus or the 
rehab and furnishing of our new shelter for homeless youth. We are so very proud to 
announce this year’s recipients for our Community Lamp Lighter Award. Please come forward 
as we call your name, starting in alphabetical order.  
 

 The John R. Houlsby Foundation, accepted by Mary Fox. 

 Kemper Educational  & Charitable Fund represented by Patti and Brian Van Cleave. 

 The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust, accepted by co-trustee Jim Alexander.   

 Northern Trust, represented by Deborah Liverett. 

 The Polk Brothers Foundation, represented by Nikki Will Stein. 

 Peter and Alicia Pond 

 Roe Faraone, Hank Hodges, and Fred O’Donnell of Project Rush.  

 St. Philippus Church accepted by Carole Cole and Wayne Schauer 

 Phyllis and Al Thomas of The Thomas Family Foundation.  

 Peg Thomson  
 
(APPLAUSE)   
[GROUP PHOTO POSE, ONCE THEY BREAK AND EXIT THE STAGE, CONTINUE] 
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Bob: We also want to recognize those who were unable to join us tonight. Their contributions 
have been equally important to the success of our Campaign. Please hold your applause until 
all have been recognized.  

 Arie and Ida Crown Memorial 

 Circle of Friends Foundation 

 The Grainger Foundation 

 Julius Frankel Foundation 

 Lindy & Michael Keiser 

 Rebecca & Lester Knight 

 Molex Incorporated 

 Northern Trust 

 Prince Charitable Trusts 

 Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation, and  

 Montgomery Ward Foundation.  
 

Let’s have a round of applause for all their generosity, which helped us to raise $5.5 million to 
assist Chicago’s youth and adults that need our services. 
 
(APPLAUSE)   
 
Bob: The Night Ministry is well aware that volunteers are one of the key factors in our success. 
Without our 400 plus volunteers, The Night Ministry would not be able to accomplish all that it 
has done or all that it intends to do. Volunteers, whether individuals or group members, share 
their time, talent, energy, and special gifts with the people we serve. Volunteers are critical to 
making The Night Ministry successful, whether with the Health Outreach Bus, at Open Door 
Youth Shelter, on the streets with direct service projects such as Beat the Heat or Moonlight 
Picnics, or at the administrative offices.  The Night Ministry has a history of having the 
previous honoree of the Volunteer Lamp Lighter Award, present the award for the current 
year. Our presenter received a Lamp Lighter Award last year for her dedicated work at Open 
Door Shelter, having volunteered since it first opened in 1992.  
 
Please welcome Jane Sanderson to present our final Lamp Lighter Award.  
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Jane Sanderson:  Tonight it is my privilege to present the Lamp Lighter Award to yet another 
volunteer. Our next honoree, Matthew Sorenson, has given of his time and professional talent 
as a volunteer nurse on The Night Ministry’s Health Outreach Bus since early 1999.  Matt is a 
Faculty member at the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University and an 
Assistant Professor in DePaul University’s Department of Nursing. Additionally, he has a grant 
from the National Institute of Health to do research at the Veteran’s Administration on the 
impact of stress on disease progression in people with multiple sclerosis.  
 
Matt also enjoys spending time with his fiancé, Janet Antos. In spite of such a jam-packed 
schedule, Matt spends several nights a month tending to the healthcare needs of adults 
seeking services at our Health Outreach Bus. Matt has a passion for The Night Ministry’s work. 
In 2000, when state law changed so that nurses could no longer dispense medication, Matt 
paid his way at school to earn Nurse Practitioner status so he could continue as a volunteer 
with us.  
 

That’s an amazing commitment. He is an excellent team player and doesn’t back away from 
difficult situations or clients. Matt serves his clients by looking at their strengths and helps 
empower them through those strengths. Bus visitors appreciate him for his exacting attention 
to their healthcare needs, and staff members enjoy his dry wit and sense of humor. 
 
In honor of his dedication to our mission, his outstanding commitment, and his passion for 
providing healthcare to Chicago's underserved adults, The Ministry gratefully presents our 
2006 Lamp Lighter Award for Volunteer Service to Matt Sorenson. Please show your 
appreciation for this inspiring volunteer.  
 
[Jane Sanderson presents Matt Sorenson his award. Matt accepts. Jane, Matt & Tom pose for 
photo.  Matt speaks.]  
 
 
Bob:   Let’s give all our honorees another round of applause for their dedication.  
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
I would now like to bring up Paul Hamann, The Night Ministry’s Senior Vice President to make 
some concluding remarks.  
 
Paul: Congratulations to all of our awardees. Our mission very clearly states that The Night 
Ministry calls the larger community to join us in our work: whether as a volunteer or with 
financial support. We value all contributions that help us serve youth and adults in need. We 
thank you for your gifts of time and financial support, and for your belief in the importance of 
assisting individuals who have few resources and a multitude of life challenges.  Without our 
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many terrific financial supporters, we could not implement our mission on an on-going basis. 
We consistently exercise responsible stewardship in order to ensure strong programs. For this, 
Charity Navigator has awarded us its highest rating of four stars for three years in a row. This 
exceptional rating from Charity Navigator differentiates The Night Ministry from our peers.  
We are pleased to have reached the goals we set for ourselves over five years ago. But we are 
not content.  
 
It is now the beginning of a new and important time at The Night Ministry. Our challenge 
ahead is to sustain the programming into the future. We are continuing with our capital 
campaign to build a program sustainability fund, along with the final capital costs of the new 
youth shelter. We will need everyone’s support going forward. Our efforts to sell engraved 
pavers for the courtyard of our new youth shelter and stars for our donor wall are ongoing.  
We will also be continuing our Furnish and Finish campaign. The funds from this campaign will 
help cover the cost of the furniture and finishings to make our new youth residence a 
comfortable home.  
 
Our new shelter is now known as Behrens House, in recognition of Tom Behren’s 30 years of 
service to The Night Ministry. Our President, Tom Behrens has held the vision for this 
organization since our inception in 1976. In just a few days, Tom will be going to Springfield as 
one of six individuals presented with our state’s highest award: the Lincoln Laureate, for his 
contribution to Illinois in the area of social service to the betterment of mankind. (APPLAUSE)  
 
As mentioned earlier, The Night Ministry will be celebrating its 30th Anniversary. We have 
some exciting events during this monumental anniversary year. Cirque du Soleil has made us 
one of the recipients of tickets for their July 21st performance of “Corteo”.  This is the third 
time that Cirque du Soleil has partnered with us. We are very proud of this two-way 
relationship with Cirque, and hope you’ll be able to join us. On August 21, we will hold our 
first-ever golf outing at the Glen View Club. We will have fun competitions, terrific prizes, and 
a wonderful time throughout the day. There is information about these exciting events at your 
table. 
 
I’d like to welcome back Bob to wrap up the evening and share some information about our 
silent auction. 
 
Bob:  Congratulations to all the awardees. It was a pleasure to recognize people who have 
made a vital impact on The Night Ministry’s future ability to serve youth and adults in need. 
The winners of tonight’s silent auction have been given the winning bid sheets. Please stop by 
the registration table to purchase and receive your item. Honorees please stop by the 
registration table as well, to pick up a box for your award, which will help you protect it on 
your way home.  Thank you so much for spending your evening with us. Your presence and 
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generous support tonight made it possible. We hope you’ll be back again next year. But we 
hope to see you before then. Thank you and good night. 
 


