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Bus Dedication Remarks 
 
Paul:    Good afternoon, everyone! I’m Paul Hamann, Senior Vice President of The Night 
Ministry. We are delighted you could join us today for our Bus Dedication and Campaign Kick-
off Ceremony. I hope you’ve enjoyed tours of our new Health Outreach Bus, talked with our 
Outreach & Health ministry staff, and played some of our guessing games about our programs. 
If you haven’t yet had a chance to do so, there will be plenty of time after the ceremony.  
 
We want to take a few minutes to talk a little bit about The Campaign for The Night Ministry 
and what we have achieved so far. The Campaign includes not only our brand new Health 
Outreach Bus, but also the rehab of 1110 N. Noble, into what will become a new residence for 
homeless youth. At this time, I would like to particularly thank The Night Ministry’s Board of 
Directors and Campaign Cabinet. I’d like to recognize those board members who were able to 
be with us:  
 

 Name the Board Members who are here 
 
Now I’d like to introduce Board Chair, Chet Gougis, to talk more about the campaign. 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
Chet:     
 
Thank you, Paul.  
 
With the launch of The Campaign for The Night Ministry, we are embarking on a new journey. 
By expanding and deepening our programs, we will continue reaching out to marginalized 
youth and adults in ever-more effective ways.  
 
Thanks to the generous support of  

 The John R. Houlsby Foundation - We’re glad that David Mason and Judy Louthan were 
able to be with us this afternoon, 

 The Pond Family Foundation, and the  

 Vital Community Health Care Foundation… 
 

The Night Ministry now has a brand new, customized Health Outreach Bus. Please join me in 
demonstrating our appreciation and gratitude.  
 
(APPLAUSE)  
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Farber Custom Coach built this new Health Outreach Bus to our specifications. It will improve 
confidentiality for our bus visitors, and enhance the services we currently bring to 
disadvantaged and underserved individuals in their neighborhoods. Our Outreach and Health 
Ministry Program provides health services directly at the point of need, to vulnerable youth 
and adults six nights a week from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m., at 10 regularly scheduled stops in seven 
Chicago neighborhoods. This program first began in 1989, and since then has expanded the 
range of health services offered. It is one of Chicago's only non-profit organizations delivering 
health care, outreach services, and rapid HIV-testing in communities at night when other 
agencies are closed. The challenge now is to sustain the programming into the future.  
 
As mentioned before, The Campaign for The Night Ministry also includes a new residence for 
homeless youth who are not wards of the state. One problem facing our residents is that when 
they are ready to transition out of Open Door to longer-term housing, there are not many 
next-stage housing options available. In order to fill a gap in services to this population, The 
Night Ministry purchased a building at 1110 N. Noble Street in Chicago’s West Town 
neighborhood. We have received significant grants and major gifts totaling $5.3 million from 
individuals, corporations, foundations, and government agencies, during the first phase of the 
Campaign. We are currently in the process of raising the remainder of the funds necessary to 
open the doors in West Town and sustain our programs.  
 
The new facility will operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and will be staffed by full-time 
and part-time youth workers. The building will house two programs for homeless youth ages 
14 – 21 and their children. The first is our current 120-day, 16-bed interim program. The 
primary goal of the interim program is to provide shelter to youth who immediately need 
housing, help them stabilize their lives so that they can start setting and achieving their goals, 
including helping them develop a plan to move to safe, longer-term housing.  
 
The second program will be a new 2-year, 8-bed transitional living program for residents 
moving on from the interim program as they learn and integrate the skills they need to 
become fully self-reliant. The additional space of the building will allow us to launch this 
longer-term, more comprehensive transitional program. This program will be housed on a 
separate floor of the facility, and will serve youth, ages 16-21, and their children. The facility 
will consist of two apartments, one for four young men and one for four young women and up 
to eight cribs or toddler beds for children of residents.  
 
The aim of the program will be to assist residents achieve increased independence within two 
years. The program enables us to work with youth over a longer period of time, allowing them 
to address longer-term issues that may be obstacles to self-sufficiency. The Night Ministry 
believes strongly that if a homeless teen successfully learns life skills while they are still young, 
they will have a better chance of avoiding homelessness as an adult. We are thrilled that we 
will be able to increase resources for these young people who have few places to turn. 
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The Campaign for The Night Ministry has made our beautiful new Health Outreach Bus a 
reality and we know that together the campaign will make it possible for us to provide a larger 
space for our youth housing programs. But we will need your support and involvement to 
open the doors at our new youth residence and sustain our Outreach & Health program and 
youth housing programs into the future.  
 
Thank you for your commitment to The Night Ministry.  
 
Paul:    Thank you, Chet. Now I’d like to introduce the man who has been with The Night 
Ministry since our beginning in 1976, the man whose years of listening and responding to the 
needs of youth and adults on Chicago’s streets has led us to this point in The Night Ministry’s 
history. Here to share with you the story of how we got started with our Health Outreach Bus 
is Tom Behrens, President of The Night Ministry.  
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
Tom:    At the time we started our Health Outreach Program in 1988, The Night Ministry had 
five staff members. Through our experiences with people we met on the street at night, we 
kept hearing about their need for accessible healthcare. We learned of a street outreach 
conference in Toronto and sent a few of our staff to attend. It was at that conference that we 
learned about mobile health facilities. Soon we became convinced that we should offer some 
kind of healthcare. A mobile health bus would be a good way to do this.  
 
Developing a Health Outreach Program became the project of Peter Brick, who worked at The 
Night Ministry from 1986 – 1996. Peter is here today. 
 
Soon we purchased a 27-foot long RV. We replaced the bedroom with a health exam room. 
Three people took the program to three neighborhoods 4 nights a week. And really, in that 
way, our Health Outreach Program began.  
 
In 1992, nurse Barb Sexton, who is now our full-time Health Services Coordinator, joined The 
Night Ministry. (Gesture to Barb here) A customized Bluebird bus replaced the RV in 1993.  
 
Thanks to the support of many individuals, foundations, congregations, and government 
agencies, our Outreach & Health Ministry program has grown significantly, meaning that we 
touched more people’s lives in a positive way.  
 
In 1995, we served about 33 people in one month. In fiscal year 2005, our nurses – Barb and 
Nancy – performed 1,218 health assessments on the bus. They did another 417 physicals for 
residents of Open Door and two other shelters.  
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We now have 11 more feet of bus, and 11 Outreach & Health staff. Our bus travels to 7 
neighborhoods six nights a week. In addition to healthcare, we offer: 
 

 Rapid HIV testing, which gives clients results in 20 minutes.  

 A Disease self-management program, teaching clients to take a more active role in caring 
for their own high blood pressure, asthma, and other respiratory illnesses 

 Treatment of STDs, and  

 Screening for diabetes. 
With our new bus, our Outreach & Health ministry program will be able to enhance the one-
on-one care we give to people who visit us each night.  
 
Paul:    Thank you, Tom.  
 
Now I would like to recognize the following elected officials or their representatives who have 
taken the time to help us celebrate the arrival of our new Health Outreach Bus. Please hold 
your applause until all of the officials are named: 
 

 Alderman Schulter 

 Rep. Larry McKeon 

 Clarisol Duque & husband 

 State Senator John Cullerton  

 Jay Rowell, representing United States Senator Dick Durbin's office 

 Jenny Wise representing State Senator John Cullerton and State Representative Sara 
Feigenholtz,  

 Region Five Housing and Urban Development Representative, Joseph Galvin 
 
The Night Ministry’s offices are located in Alderman Eugene Schulter’s 47th ward. We thank 
him for helping us make this celebration possible and invite him to say a few words. Please join 
me in welcoming Alderman Eugene Schulter.  
 

 Alderman Eugene Schulter (2 min) 
 
Paul:    Thank you, Alderman Schulter.  
 
Now I’d like to introduce our next speaker, State Representative Larry McKeon. He has 
demonstrated in Springfield his support of issues that affect the marginalized and vulnerable 
individuals we serve. Representative McKeon is particularly committed to the work of our 
Health and Outreach bus.  
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Please put your hands together for Representative Larry McKeon.  
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 

 Larry McKeon (2 min) 
 
Paul:    Thank you, Representative McKeon.  
 
Our next speaker spends his time overseeing the activities related to our Health Outreach Bus. 
Mark Bradley began working at The Night Ministry as an Outreach Professional in the Wicker 
Park neighborhood in September 1999. In March of 2004, Mark became the Director of 
Outreach & Health Ministry. Please help me welcome this new owner of a commercial driver’s 
license, Mark Bradley.  
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 

 Mark & OHM Staff (5 min) 
 
Paul:    I hope you have been able to tour our new Outreach Bus. The Night Ministry’s staff and 
volunteers are very excited to show it off. We couldn’t do our work without the help of a 
legion of volunteers – many of whom are here today. They deserve a lot of credit. Volunteers 
are an integral part of the outreach services we offer, providing Moonlight Picnics, Starlight 
Soup Suppers, hygiene kits, items for our holiday celebration, and most importantly, a 
compassionate listening presence to those we serve.  
 
I’d like to ask our regular bus volunteers to raise their hands. (pause) Now, let’s have our 
congregational and group volunteers – those who provide us with supplies or caravan along 
with the bus to serve soup and sandwiches – raise their hands. (pause) Let’s give them a round 
of applause! 
 
We are very proud of this bus because it will help us keep enhancing our services. Over the 
years, we have increased the type and number of services we offer from the Health Outreach 
Bus. Our old bus had been in operation since 1993, and we needed to replace it with a more 
spacious vehicle that would accommodate the higher level of health care we now provide.  
 
Following months of research, we selected Farber Custom Coach in Ohio. We selected them 
because of their reputation of fine workmanship, customization, and use of high-grade 
materials. Farber representatives came to Chicago to meet with our Health Outreach staff and 
observe the bus in operation. Then they incorporated ideas for the most effective use of space 
to maximize our services now and into the future. Farber created our new bus from the chasis 
up.  
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At 38 feet long and 13 and a half feet tall, the new bus will be five feet longer and two feet 
taller than our current bus, requiring a commercial driver’s license to drive it. Right now, 3 of 
our staff have their CDL. 
 
This layout and larger spaces will help us improve confidentiality and allow us to improve all of 
our services in many ways. The folks at Farber are so pleased with their own work, that they 
are taking it to the International Mobile Health Association trade show in Las Vegas this 
November. Attendees from hospitals and other mobile health providers from all over the 
world will be in attendance.  
 
I’d like to introduce you to most of our Outreach and Health Ministry staff. They would like to 
share with you the top 10 reasons why we love the new bus.  
 

 Top 10 Reasons We Love the New Bus 
 
Paul:    Thank you, Mark and most of the Health Outreach staff. Our new bus has hit the 
streets to figure out new routes to our sites, has made its maiden voyage, and appeared in the 
Bud Billiken Parade, but we have yet to officially celebrate its arrival. Here to help us do that is 
Rev. Barb Bolsen, Vice President of Programs.  
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
Barb: Dedication (2 min) 
 
Paul: Concluding Remarks (2 min) 
 
On behalf of the youth and adults we serve, thank you so much for helping us celebrate our 
new bus and the services it will bring to people in need. We thank you for not only your 
contributions of time and financial support, but for your belief in the importance of assisting 
individuals who have few resources and a multitude of life challenges.  
 
If you haven’t already done so, we invite you to tour the bus, visit our information table, view 
the floor plans for the new residence, or take a chance at one of our guessing games.  
 
We especially encourage you to stop by the paver donation table to find out about buying an 
engraved paver for the courtyard at the residence. We also have donor recognition stars for 
the donor wall located in the entrance at Open Door West Town. Francine, Tina, and Christy 
will be glad to answer any questions you may have about those. Thank you all for coming and 
please continue enjoying the festivities. 
 

(APPLAUSE FOLLOWED BY THE BAND PLAYING A TUNE) 
 


