
Wall-Smashing Remarks

Tom: Welcome. As most of you know, I'm Tom Behrens, President of The Night Ministry. We are delighted
you could join us today for this ceremonial wall-smashing.

Brief Reflection

Back in 1992,when our Open Door Youth Shelter in Lakeview first opened, we could not have foreseen all the
positive changes in the services we provide to youth. Beginning rehab on this building is another step in
expanding and deepening our services. But we wouldn't be standing here today without the help of so many
people, including Alderman Walter Bumett, Jr. and Congressman Danny Davis. I am now pleased to introduce
you to Alderman Burnett.

Alderman Burnett spealrs.

Tom: Now I'd like you to help welcome Richard Boykin, Chief of Staff to Congressman Danny Davis.

Richard Boykin speaks.

Tom: The hard work and direction that The Night Ministry's Board of Directors and Campaign Cabinet
provides has been instrumental in helping us move forward with our plans. At this time I'd like to introdute our
Board Chair, Chet Gougis, the President of Duff and Phelps.

Chet: This wall-smashing is only the beginning. In the coming months, our architects, HarleyEllis, and our
construction company, Staalsen Construction, and our Facilities Committee, will be working hard to re-create
this space into a home for youth that have few places to tum. We want to acknowledge the wonderful project
management that is being provided by the Illinois Facilities Fund. We are also pleased that this project was
approved for the Illinois Affordable Housing Tax Credit Program by the Illinois Housing Development
Authority. This is National Affordable Housing Week, and this project is a perfect example of the benefits of
this state program. At this time, we'd like to thank the individuals, foundations, corporations and government
agencies that are contributing nearly four million dollars towards the building and youth programming.

o ComEd/An Exelon Company
o Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
o Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser
o Kemper Educational and Charitable Fund - We'd like to aclcnowledge Patti Van Cleve, who is with us

today
o Lester and Becky Knight - We're glad that Beclry is able to be with us this morning
o The Colonel Stanley R. McNeil Foundation
o Molex,Inc.
r Montgomery Ward Foundation
o Northern Trust - We're pleased that representatives of the bank are here today
o Polk Bros. Foundation - Debbie Resnick is here on behalf of the Foundation.
o Project Rush - Hank Hodges is representing the individuals that make up Project Rush
o Prince Charitable Trusts
o Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation
o The Thomas Family Foundation
o U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development
o The Vail Family Foundation



We are delighted to inform you that earlier this week, theElizabeth Morse Charitable Trust and Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Keiser made additional significant commitments to the campaign. Please join me in demonstrating our
appreciation for everyone's help in making this project possible.

(APPLAUSE)

I'd now like to ask Tom Behrens, Alderman Burnett, Becky Knight, and Richard Boykin to come forward and
join me as we begin the rehab of Open Door West Town.

SMASHING OF THE WALL WITH THE GOLDEN SLEDGEHAMMER
l't - Tom & Alderman Burnett
2nd - Becky Knight & Richard Boykin
3'o - Chet Gougis

Paul: I'm Paul Hamann, Senior Vice President. On behalf of the youth we serve, we thank you for not only
your financial support, but for your belief in the importance of providing a safe, secure place for youth as they
work toward making healthier choices and becoming self-sufficient. At this time I'd like to invite Patti Van
Cleve, Debbie Resnick, and Hank Hodges up to take their tum at the wall with me. In meantime, please help
yourselves to refreshments. We encourage everyone at some point to come forward, don a hard hat and safety
goggles and join in the smashing fun. If you'd like a tour of the building, please see Melissa, Tina, or ehrigty.
We'llkeep you posted on the progress of the building and we hope to see you back again when its time to open
the doors early next year. Thank you so much for coming.

-END-


